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Letter From The President

Dear Members,
Winter is past and spring feels like winter.
At least we are getting the much needed moisture that we didn’t get
this past winter. Be of good cheer, warmer weather is on the way.
The new addition to the police building opened to the city council
and other dignitaries on Friday April 15th and to the general public
on Saturday April 16th. Our members were asked to help with the
opening as tour guides throughout the facility. Everyone did a fantastic job and the Chief was most pleased. Thanks to all of the
members who helped make this a special occasion. We all agree
the new addition is wonderful and our new academy classes will be
fortunate to have their training in the new training room. Our volunteer office is well staffed and decorated. If you haven’t seen it,
take the time to visit the room. You will like it.
Western Welcome Week Parade is scheduled for August 20 th. We
will once again be participating as traffic control assistants for the
police department as well as parade marshals for the event. We will
be providing you an opportunity to assist with the WWW parade.
Assignments will be made once we know how many members have
signed up for the activities. Be sure to attend our monthly meeting
so you can take advantage of this opportunity to assist with this
well established community event.
Cmdr Bruce Beckman has announced his retirement from the
Littleton Police Department. He has been with the Dept. for 37
years and his service will be greatly missed. A retirement party has
been scheduled for Friday May 20th at Champp's in Aspen Grove
shopping center. The official retirement recognition held by the
Dept. will be Wednesday June 1st at 3:00 pm at department headquarters. Alumni members are invited to both events. Cmdr. Beckman has led the Citizen Academy for the police dept. during the
past year. His classes have produced a number of alumni members.
His leadership in this area has been outstanding. Good luck Cmdr.
Beckman and we wish you the very best.
We will not have a meeting in July. Instead, Mickey has arranged
a tour of the Coroner’s office. Mark your calendars for July 28 th at
7:00 pm to begin our evening. This is a wonderful tour and you
won’t to miss this opportunity to see something special. Even if
you have been before, please consider going again. I always learn
something new each time I go.
This year our annual police sponsored picnic will be held Saturday
Sept. 17th. This year the picnic will be held at the police dept. in the
new training room. This is the time we pass out the pins to officers
and to those members who have earned enough volunteer hours for
pins. You’ve seen them on the lanyards of our members and you’ll
want to be at the picnic to receive yours. Mark your calendars now
so you can be in attendance.
Be sure to attend our monthly meetings to keep up to date on activities. Our training sessions after the business meeting have been
great. Thanks to Mickey for providing the outstanding trainers.
Warm, dry weather is just around the corner.
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The Open House and
Dedication of the
“New” Littleton Police Department addition and renovations,
April 15 and April 16,
2011.
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Crime Report
Collection of DNA at arrest?
Las Cruces, New Mexico- August 30, 2003, Katie Sepich a 22 year old college girl goes to a party with her friends
and boyfriend. This party is only about 3 blocks from her apartment. Sometime around 3am on August 31, she leaves
the party alone and walks home. No one sees her again.
Her body is found in the desert east of Las Cruces. She has been brutally raped and strangled. Evidence is collected from her body and from the area where her body has been found. Some of the evidence collected includes
DNA.
The DNA from this case is analyzed and entered into the DNA database to look for investigative leads. There are
no matches for the DNA collected from Katie. Police are unable to locate a killer in her case.
Three months later a man named Gabriel Avila is arrested for burglary. Avila broke into the residence of two college females who luckily called the police. Avila was located nearby the residence with a knife. Avila made bond
after arrest and did not return for his next scheduled court dates.
Avila is eventually caught 17 months later and convicted of aggravated burglary and intent to commit aggravated
assault. Upon conviction he must provide a sample of his DNA to be entered in the CODIS Database (DNA database
of convicted offenders). Due to the backlog at the state crime lab it is approximately one year before Avila’s sample
is entered into CODIS.
Shortly thereafter, the investigators get the break they need to solve Katie’s murder. Her parents are notified December 21, 2006 that they have a suspect in Katie’s murder linked to the crime via DNA evidence collected from her
body.
While investigators interviewed Avila’s wife she talks about how she had found a diamond and gold ring in her
husband’s truck. She is able to provide this ring to the investigators, who recognize the ring as one that had belonged
to Katie. Avila’s truck had been sold to a new owner, but still had the same tires on the truck. The new owner consented to a search of the truck and the tires where compared to tread marks found at the dump site. They were consistent with the evidence collected.
While interviewing Avila he confessed to the crime. He saw Katie walking that early morning offered her a ride,
she declined. She had been murdered outside the window to her own bedroom. She had almost made it home. Avila
was able to provide details that only the killer would know.
Katie’s parents, Dave and Jayann Sepich were glad to see the murderer caught but wanted more. They began to
lobby lawmakers in New Mexico for legislation requiring those arrested for felony crimes to have to provide a DNA
sample. This would make the CODIS database larger and hopefully solve more crime more quickly. In their daughter’s case the police could have identified Katie’s murderer in less than the three years it ended up taking.
Fast forward to Colorado 2009, Colorado passed a bill “Katie’s Law” that now requires those arrested for felony
crimes to provide a DNA sample at arrest.
The opposition to this law, such as the ACLU says that this law takes away the “presumed innocent until proven
guilty” and makes the person presumed guilty at arrest. However this is not just random sampling at the whim of an
investigator, there is typically at arrest evidence that implicates the arrestee.
Others say it is against the 4th amendment to gather and store the genetic material from those not eventually convicted. In Colorado, those that have provided one of these samples and the results are: 1) charges are dismissed, acquitted or a non-felony conviction results (final court orders must be provided), or 2) no felony charges were filed
within 90 days of arrest, may apply to the CBI in writing for expungement of their sample from the database.
I wonder how many of those against this law would change their mind if one of their loved ones was raped or murdered and this could have solved their case in several years less time than would be the case otherwise.
This increase in the database samples is good for law enforcement as it can potentially assist in solving serial
crimes, keeping innocents from being charged/convicted, in solving of cold cases.
When a “match” is made between an unknown sample and a known sample in the CODIS database, it is still not an
automatic guilty/not-guilty thing. That information is treated as an investigative lead for investigators and can aid in
probable cause for search warrants, but the investigator/prosecutor still needs to provide a case. A known EVIDENTIARY sample from the “matched” individual needs to be collected by law enforcement one where chain of custody
is not questionable because the person lied about their identity or it got mixed up with another sample or something
happened to it in the mail.
Look at the case of Katie Sepich, the DNA identification was only a part of the case against Avila, after that suspect was identified it was the interviews with the suspect and his wife and finding the vehicle he was driving at the
time that put the full case together.
So I guess the question is where do you stand on this issue?
By Cheri McAllister
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The Chief’s Corner
By Heather Coogan, Chief of Police

Dear LPCAAA Members,
These are exciting times. Finally we are in our new building enjoying all the work that went into the project. I want to thank
you for your help and support for our new building. The volunteers at the grand opening of our new space who assisted with
the tours, the sign-ins, and serving the refreshments, did a wonderful job. I also want to extend my appreciation for Kay and
the work she did, as well as to the other alumni who donated
items for the victim’s room. It is truly a welcoming space for
those in need.
We are so excited to have a new volunteer room which we hope
you will enjoy. This will mean an opportunity to allow for more
volunteers in the future as we identify the need. Your support
means so much to all of us. The members of the Littleton Police
Department look forward to working with you on our next endeavor. Western Welcome Week will be here before you know it!
As you have probably heard, Commander Bruce Beckman has
decided to retire after many years of service to the Littleton Police Department and the community. We are excited for him and
sad to see him go. We will celebrate with him on
June 1, 2011, at 3:00pm in the Training
Room. Everyone is invited to come and
wish him well.
Thank you, again. We appreciate your
kindness and your efforts.

Heather A. Coogan
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LPCAAA ACTIVITIES
Monthly Alumni Meetings
1st Thursday of the month
Start: 7 P.M., Adjourn: 9 P.M.
Location: 2255 W. Berry Community Rm.

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
June
What:
Date:
Time:
Where:

LPCAAA Membership Meeting
June 2, 2011
7:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M.
Community Room

Training
Date:
Time:
Where:

Dave Jolly, FBI
June 2, 2011
8:00 P.M.
Community Room

July
What:
Date:
Time:
Where:

No Membership Meeting
July 7, 2011
7:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M.
Community Room

Training:
Date:
Time:
Where:

Tour of the Coroner’s Office
July 28, 2011
7:00 P.M.
Community Room

What:
Date:
Time:
Where:

Quarterly Board Meetings
4th Thursday of the month starting
each Quarter

January, April, July & October

Start: 7 P.M., Adjourn: 9 P.M.
Location: 2255 W. Berry Community Rm.
OFFICE

CURRENT

November 2010 - 2011

PRESIDENT

Rich Krening

VICE PRESIDENT
(President-Elect)

Ron Griffith

PAST PRESIDENT

Kay Thacker

OFFICE

CURRENT

November 2010 - 2012

AT LARGE
(Volunteer
Coordinator)

Janet Simpson

TREASURER

Rick Hofmann

DIRECTOR OF
TRAINING

Mickey Kempf

SECRETARY

Michael Schaefer

OFFICE
AT LARGE
(Newsletter/Website)
VOLUNTEER
POSITION
REGISTERED
AGENT

CURRENT
November 2009-2011
Sue Hanson
CURRENT
NO TERM
Woody Laughlin

August
What:
Date:
Time:
Where:

LPCAAA Membership Meeting
August 4, 2011
7:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M.
Community Room

Training:
Date:
Time:
Where:

WWW
August 20, 2011
8 a.m. until 4 p.m.
Parade Route and Dunk Tank

Remember that if you change
your email address or move
PLEASE let us know as soon
as possible. This way we can
keep you posted on events
taking place etc.
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ACTIVITY: Dave Jolly, FBI
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

Members Meeting
7-9 p.m.
Community Room

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

ACTIVITY: NO MEETING BUT we are touring the Coroner’s Office on
July 28th
Sunday

3

Monday

4

Tuesday

Wednesday

5

6

Thursday

10

11

12

13

7
NO MEETING
14

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

26

Independence Day

27

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

28

29

30

Tour to Coroner’s Office

31

ACTIVITY: Parade Marshalls for Western Welcome Week
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

Members Meeting
7-9 p.m.
Community Room

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

20
WWW
Parade
Marshalls
27

28

29

30

31
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